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with a, malicious joker, or a benevolent connoisseur?
People are always connoisseurs, when they know
how to appreciate our gifts and talents.

I held out my hand to him.

"Yes," I said, " you have a remarkable intellect.
But it has one defect. It does not seem to be
aware of the eloquence of silence. If, after hav-
ing delighted the company, you had known how
to listen and to admire the others, your triumph
would have been assured. The true conversation-
alist is the man who knows how to listen. When
he adds to this the gift of being able to say a few
sensible words, he becomes irresistible."

Months and months elapsed. One morning I
received this little note:

"I have profited by your advice. I appreciate
the power of silence. I no longer make useless
efforts. I attend patiently to the chatter of others.
They like me immensely. I say little. This per-
mits me to weigh my words, and wins the praises
of all those to whom I listen."

In fact, X------is now considered one of the

most brilliant men in the capital.

I have reflected a great deal upon the bearing
of this trivial incident. How many times have we
not witnessed the spectacle of people eagerly
destroying their own interests? The chatterboxes